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Sample Paper – 2010
Class – X

Subject – English
	GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:



	


This paper consists of four sections: 

Section. A  - Reading. ( 20 marks)

Section B.  – Writing   ( 30 marks)

Section C. – Grammar  (20 marks)

Section D –  Literature  ( 30 marks)

Instructions:

1. Attempt  all questions

2. Do not write anything in the question people

3. Answer the questions in each section before going on to the next section

4. All the answers must be correctly  numbered  as in the question paper and written in the answer sheet provided to you.

5. The adhere to the word limit given with each question. Marks will be deducted for exceeding the word limit.

6. Read each question carefully and follow the instructions

	SECTION – A (Reading)


	(20 marks)


                                                            Sweet Summer

1.  Every time I bite into a slice of juicy mouthwatering watermelon it takes me back to childhood memories and the lazy days spent in the hot glimmering sun. I remember every summer my family would grow the beautiful green melons in the garden and then  impatiently wait for them to ripen in the golden sun. 
2.   I often reminisce the times when my father and I would scurry out to the melon patch trailing upon the dry and dusty earth  to find that one of the sweet and colorful fruits would  be ready to be plucked from the tightly matted green vine. We would put the melon in the refrigerator and count down the agonizing hours until it was cold enough to eat. A melon has to be picked at just the right time to ensure it fulfills its purpose in life, which is to be as juicy and sweet as can be. The melons that have slipped their stems, or come off the fuzzy green vines on their own, are guaranteed goodness just waiting to be cut open . Knock on the smooth oblong shell and if the sound reverberates through the entire fruit with a hollow tone, you’ll know it’s time to flood your taste buds with goodness. These tricks of the trade help you decide if its time to gather in the sweet treat at harvest time.

3.  Opening a  melon up was always a very exciting event for me, I never knew what to expect. Was the flesh going to be vibrant dark pink in color, yellow or vibrant red, seedy or seedless. No matter what color of flesh it was always a tasty treat. I  didn't seem to mind that juice dribbling down my face and off my chin. That  was living the "good life". Enjoying the best eating in the world. I can even tell you the name of the watermelon variety that I  enjoyed the most as a child, it was named Black Diamond. It was the sweetest melon, with a beautiful pink colored flesh. I loved it because it was seedless and that meant less work.

4.  My mother would slice the delicious treat  into perfectly shaped triangles and always have a stunning display of them layered upon the wobbly shelves of the refrigerator, they never lasted long or ever went to waste. My parents were always giving the scrumptious fruit away still leaving us with a heaping abundance of the vigorous harvest. Now that I am older I like to enjoy an ice cold watermelon martini on a sticky summer night. I recall being told as a child that if you swallowed the seeds of the melon that one would grow in your belly.  Not taking any chances of that happening, my brother and I spent our summer months sitting on the old pine stained back porch spitting the dark and sticky seeds at each other. We would engage in seed spitting contests until we were scolded by our parents or to exhausted to spit anymore. We ate watermelon almost every day during the season and yet we never got sick of it. Not only were the watermelons sweet like sugar coated candy, they were really good for us.  To this day I still love to engorge myself with the sweet and sugary fruit.

5.  A cold sweet slice of watermelon on a hot summer day will always be my favorite summer past time. The very thought of a  cold melon on a hot July day makes my mouth water with anticipation. When you take your first bite of the sweet tantalizing fruit you will notice that your taste buds swell as crisp flavor reaches your tongue reminding you of warm memories from your younger years. 
Nothing beats a mouthful of this refreshing juicy fruit. With its exquisite pink flesh, satisfying crunch, and cool green shell with light colored stripes.  No other fruit  says summer like a thirst quenching watermelon. Melons are truly one of summers sweetest rewards and life’s great pleasures on a hot summer afternoon.

A. 1.  On the basis of your reading of the above passage, answer the following questions as briefly as possible. Write your answer in your answer sheet against the correct blank number.      (4 marks)
(i).    What does the writer mean “It is time to flood your taste buds.” ?


(2)

(ii)    What would happened when the writer used to take the tasty treat ?


(1)

(iii)    Why would the writer engage in seed spitting contest ?



(1)

(iv)    Write about the colour, shape and importance of watermelon. 


(2)

(v)     ____________________ is a seedless watermelon.  




(1)

(vi)   The exciting event for the writer was the time of ________________________. 
(1)

A. 2.  Find words in the passage which mean:                                                                (4 marks)
1.  Recall (paragraph 2) ______________.  2.   Energetic (paragraph 4)   ________________ .

3.  Swell  (paragraph 4) ______________.  4.   Extinction (paragraph 5)  ________________.

A Debt 
By Bill Ronan
We have a massive debt, it's one we can't repay 
It's a debt that we will carry to our dying day.

For clothing us when naked and warming us when cold 
For giving us protection within a loving hold

For teaching us the difference between what's right and what is plainly wrong 
For soothing out our infant worries with a softly spoken song

For guiding us through childhood and opening up our eyes 
For leading us to adulthood with words so often wise

For teaching us with honesty that we were so unique 
For laughing at our silly jokes and listening when we speak

A debt so large and special the like there is no other 
This debt and so much very more we owe it to our MOTHER!
A. 3.  On the basis of the poem fill ONE WORD in each given blank.                            (5 marks)
The poet feels indebted to (a) ________________________ for whatever she does for us. One can not (b) ______________________  the debt through out his life. Our mother take care of us in all ways. She teaches us the (c)  __________________ between right and wrong and by guiding lovingly through our childhood, she helps us reach our (d) __________________. A child leads a carefree life as his mother eases all his (e) _______________________.    

A. 4.  Find words in the passage which mean:                                                               (3 marks)
(i)  Large  _____________, (ii) Relaxing _______________,  (iii) child  ________________ .

	SECTION – B (Writing)


	(30 marks)

	
	

	B 1.
	You are Manav / Manvi, the Head Boy/Girl of Saint Heart Public School, Delhi. As part of Social Service your school has decided to clean the surroundings. Write a notice, in not more than 50 words, for your school notice board asking for the names of the students of senior wing who wish to participate wholeheartedly.


	(5 marks)

	B 2.
	Imagine that you are Nidhi/Kush living in Delhi.  Write a postcard to your friend Love, living at 68 - A, Friend’s Colony, Chandigarh – 1720075, telling him/her about the cute puppies, the newborns of your pet. Do not exceed 50 words.  Copy the format of the postcard from the question paper in your answer sheet.


	(5 marks)
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    _____________

    _____________

    _____________
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   Indian bulge is going to burst  


B 3.  You are Akshay/Saloni of class Xth. You have seen this cartoon in a newspaper. You prepare a speech on ‘WORK OUT TO STAY HEALTHY’ to be delivered in the morning assembly of your school stressing your concern on increasing obesity among people.                                                                (10 marks)
	SECTION – C (Grammar)


	(20 marks)


B 4.  You are Mohit/Mohita of 21, Green Colony, Bangalore. Write a letter to the Editor of ‘The Times of India’ on ‘SPEED THRILLS BUT KILLS’drawing his attention on the gravity of the problem of reckless driving which leads to serious accidents and leave many crippled for whole life and also suggest some effective ways to ensure smooth traffic on roads. Write the letter in 150 words.       (10 marks)

	C 1. In the passage given below, there is an error in each line.  Write the incorrect word and the correction against the correct blank number in your answer sheet.

	(½x8=4 marks)

	Religion is very important for me. But it is a very 
	(a) ____

	Personal thing. One person relationship with God may 
	(b) ____

	differ with another person’s. From time immemorial 
	(c) ____

	man worshipped a supreme power, gave it different names.
	(d) ____

	Faith in God will be the result of our social or religious
	(e) ____

	conditions. Institutions of religion help the devotee to 
	(f) ____

	search for God. The practices by religion are only 
	(g) ____

	Guidelines for this purpose. A person’s faith is much
	(h) ____

	Important than all the religious practices.
	

	
	


	C 2.  In the following passage one word has been omitted from each line.  Mark the place where you think a word has been omitted and write the omitted word in your answer sheet against the correct blank number.


	(½x8=4 marks)


Music is of the finest things             (a) ____

created man in his march                (b) ____

towards civilization. It the              (c) ____

power to calm a person’s and         (d) ____ 

lower stress levels. It is even         (e) ____

said music can attract animals      (f) ____

and it also healing properties        (g) ____

has made doctors use it during      (h) ____

surgeries.
C 3.  Fill in the blanks with a suitable word. Write the answers in your answer sheet against the correct blank numbers                                                                                                       (6 marks)
What is Independence? It simply means the freedom (a) ________ external control. However, people are completely independent (b) _________ when they become absolutely responsible not only for themselves but also for the people they are associated (c) ___________. Independence signifies freedom in every form-freedom of speech, expression, choice, etc. Just because we are independent it doesn't mean (d) _________ we use our independence in the wrong way. I believe it's the pride, courage and honor of having the freewill to live a life that I will do my best not to take for granted. Independence means a life of freedom and free will that has always felt like a gift with its opportunity to use it for the greater (e) _________ of mankind. That is my idea of independence but of course it varies (f) _____________ different people.


C 4.  Read the conversation given below and complete the passage.                               ( 4marks )
Avina 
:   Adie, Have you been working out ?

Adie
:   Yes, as a matter of fact, I have been going to gym for half a year now.

Avina
:   You look really buff, no more beer belly. Did you do a lot of weight lifting ?

Adie
:   No, it was an hour of aerobics daily that made me reduce weight and I feel like a new man.

Avina is surprised to see Adie in a good shape. She asked him (a) _________________. Adie who too was enjoying the change informed in a jolly mood that he (b) ________________________. Avina complimented that he looked really buff with no more beer belly and desired to know (c) ____________________ ? At this Adie told her that it was not weight lifting rather it (d) _________________ reduce weight and he was happy to feel like a new man.   

C 5.  Re-arrange the words to form the meaningful tips.                                                       (5 marks)
(i)   no single food/ and/ for good health/ you need/ supplies them all/ more than 40 different nutrients

(ii)  calorie needs/ you should eat/ your/ how much/ on/ depends 

(iii) your sex, height,/ many factors/ the weight/ age and heredity/ depends on/ that’s right/ including/ for you

(iv) often resulting/ skipping meals/ out of control hunger/ in overeating/ can lead to/ and

(v) but take them/ if you like/ don’t/ in moderation/ feel guilty/ sweets and candies 
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	SECTION – D (Literature)


	(30 marks)

	D.1.  Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow.  Write the answers in your answer sheet in one or two lines only. Number the answers correctly.


	(4 marks) 


Neither stones nor prayers nor sticks
Insults or complaints or bricks 
Stilled the frog’s determination
To display his heart’s elation


a) What was the frog’s determination?
b) How did the other creatures try to stop the frog? Why?
c) What character trait of the frog is revealed in the extract?
	
	
	

	D. 2. 
	May the poison purify your flesh
of desires and your spirit of ambition, they said


a) Who are ‘they’? Which poison they are talking about?
b) What do they hope the poison will do?
c) Identify a poetic device in the given extract.
  (4 Marks )



	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	D. 3.
	Write the character sketch of Calpurnia, the wife of Julius Ceasar.      

(Word limit 75 words)


	(5 marks)

	D. 4.
	Cutie—Pie was extremely cute creature. What else you know about him. Your answer should be in about 50 words. 

	(4 marks)



	D. 5.
	Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow.  Write the answers in your answer sheet in one or two lines only.  Remember to number the answer correctly.

Another idol has displaced me, a golden one. You hold money more important than me- or anything else for that matter. 
a) Who is the ‘me’ referred to in the passage?
b) What is the idol Belle is talking about?
c) What light does the passage throw on Scrooge?

	(5 marks)

	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	D. 6.
	Suppose you are Babuli. Write a letter to Manobi, your wife, telling her that you have given your share in the parental property to your elder brother as a tribute.  

	(8 marks)
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