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Sample Paper – 2010

Class – X

Subject – English Lang & Literature    
General Instructions :

(i) The paper is divided into four sections : A, B,C and D.  All the questions are compulsory.

(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary.

     Read these instructions very carefully and follow them faithfully.

(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.
___________________________________________________________________________
                                                 SECTION-A (READING)                                                (20)
1. Read the following passage given below and answer the questions that follow:

              E.M.Forster is a well known novelist, short story writer, biographer and a literary critic. The essay ‘Voltaire and Frederick the Great’ is taken from his ‘Two cheers for Democracy’. It presents two great personalities holding diametrically opposed points of view. Voltaire, a French Writer stands for truth, freedom and tolerance. But Frederick, the King of  Prussia believes in force, fraud and cruelty.

           Voltaire was the greatest man of his age. Indeed he was one of the greatest men whom European Civilization has produced. He was popular for his critical genius and humanity. If Shakespeare was a creative genius, Voltaire was a critical genius. Voltaire cared for truth and believed in tolerance. He pitied the oppressed. As he was a forceful character, he was able to influence people with his ideas. He hated injustice and worked for a better world. In short he was a complete Anti-Nazi.

           Voltaire was a versatile writer who wrote short stories. The philosophical novel ‘Candide’ was his masterpiece. He was a journalist and a pamphleteer. He dabbled in science and philosophy. He was a popular historian and also compiled a dictionary. He wrote hundreds of letters to people all over Europe. He was so witty and upto date. So, on the spot the kings and emperors were proud to get a letter from him. He was not a great creative artist but he was a great man with a powerful intellect and a warm heart. He was enlisted in the service of humanity. That is why he was ranked with Shakespeare as ‘the Spiritual Spokesman of Europe’.

          Though he was a great man, he was a bundle of contradictions and nerves. He loved truth but he often lied. In spite of his love for humanity, he was malicious. Though generous he was a moneymaker. He has neither beauty nor dignity. He overdressed like some little people. He wore a huge wig which covered his face. Even in the times of difficulty, he used to evoke laughter. As Forster shared the positive ideals of Voltaire he found his voice in him. Thus Forster presents the two sides of the character of Voltaire. 

QUESTIONS

a) What is the name of the essay written by E. M .Forster and where was it taken from ?     2
b) Which qualities Voltaire and Frederick represent respectively ?                                        2
c) What is Voltaire noted for ?                                                                                                1
d) What was Voltaire’s masterpiece and what was its subject ?                                             2
e) Why was the king’s proud to get a letter from Voltaire ?                                                   1
f) Why was Voltaire ranked with Shakespeare as ‘the Spiritual Spokesman of Europe’? 1
g) How is Voltaire a bundle of contradictions ?                                                                     2
h) Which word in the passage means ‘the great work of an artist’ ?                                  1
2   Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:                   8 M
 In the first place, prayer is a way of increasing our sensitivity to the spiritual aspects of life. From this point of view, it is very much like exercise. A man’s muscles become responsive by training. Exercise of any sort enlarges the capacity to understand, to appreciate, to react.

     The soul is stretched and enlarged by prayer just as the body is stretched and enlarged by physical exercise. ‘O Lord, open my eyes that I may see truth and beauty in Thy entire world, and Thy spirit in all things.’ In the second place, prayer is good because it helps us conquer and control our appetites.
           And, finally, prayer is a way of aspiration. It is a way of lifting ourselves, of getting a higher look, of transcending self. For when a man looks at life only from inside himself, or only from within the walls of his home, or profession, seeing the world as though it were all in terms of his special interests, then he is ’too full of himself to have any room for God.’ But in prayer, he sees life as God sees it, and relates his own little life and his own little need to the needs and life of humanity. He lifts himself by prayer and achieves a high spiritual stature.









 QUESTIONS

a) How does the writer define prayer ?                                                                                    1    

b) What does the writer compare the prayer with ?                                                                 1
c) Frame a question to the underlined part of the passage.                                                      1
d) Why does the writer say that prayer is good ?                                                                    1
e) What happens when a man looks at his life from inside himself ?                                     1
f) How does prayer enable man to look at life ?                                                                      1
g) Which word in the passage means:                                                                                     2
      i)   to go beyond the usual limits 

      ii)  a strong desire to have or do something
                                         SECTION-B (WRITING)                                                      (20M)

3. You are Aman / Ammani the resident of 1-16, Maruthinagar, Kanpur.  Write a letter to the
     Municipal Commissioner of Kanpur drawing his attention to the overflowing of drains in
     your Santhi Nagar colony.                                                                                              8 M
                                                                              OR

    You are Suman/Sumana living at 501, Kubera Towers, Calicut. Write a letter to your
    brother telling him about importance of punctuality in student’s life. 8m

4. People of your locality litter household wastage on the public roads causing stinking smell

    to the residents in your area.   Write an article in not more than 80 words on ‘Proper Use
    of Garbage bins’                                                                                                            8 M
OR
   Problem of child labour is a serious social issue and it should be dealt with sternly.  You
 want to create awareness about this issue. Using the hints given below write a paragraph in
 not more than 80 words.
 Child labour – serious problem – those encourage employ children – dealt with strictly –
 urgent need – rehabilitate child labour – special schools, loss of income in families –
 compensation, children – no stigmata.                             

5. Your school organised a grand farewell for your English Teacher on his retirement day.
    Write a report in not more than 60 words for the school magazine. You are Vanya /Vanaja,

    Secreterary of English Literary Club of your school.                                                    4 M              

0R

    Your school organizsed  an Aids Awareness rally in connection with World Aids Day
     together with the children of neighbouring schools. Write a report in about 60 words
     giving the details of the number of participating schools,  students carrying placards and
    details of the rally. You are Anvesh / Alaka,  the school prefect. 
                                     SECTION-C (GRAMMAR)                                                     (15M)
6.   The passage given below has not  been edited.  There is one error in each line.Write the

      correct word along with the word that comes before and the word that comes after

      it in your answer sheet. Ensure that the word that forms your answer is underlined as shown.
                                                                                                                                8 x ½ = 4
     When Gagrin has been in space for                        e.g. has… had

     Rather an hour, he had nearly complete                       (a) ___________ 

     A journey right round the earth.  It is                           (b) ___________
     time to prepare for the landing.  This is                       (c)  ___________
     perhaps the most dangerous part of the trip.               

     If he comes into the air too quickly,                             (d) ___________ 

     his ship will rub against air particles                            (e) ___________ 

     and the friction will make the ship very                       (f)  ___________
     hot.  It could burn up.  The speed                                 (g) ___________
     of the Vostak have to be checked.                                (h) ___________     

7. Read the following passage  and fill in the blanks with the correct form of the words

    given in brackets.                                                                                              8 x ½  = 4 M
    The actress Vanessa _________ (disappear). Yesterday she __________ (fail) to arrive at the theatre in Mumbai for her leading role in the English play ‘Don’t Look Now’. Vanessa, who _________ (live) in the Thane area of Mumbai ___________ (leave) home at 4 o’ clock yesterday afternoon for the theatre, a journey she ___________ (make) several times the week before. Two people who________ (walk) past her house at that time, __________ (see) her leave.  But no one __________(see) her since then.

8. Read the  dialogue  and complete the passage given below.  Write the correct answers

     in your answer sheet. Do not copy the whole sentence. 1 x 4 = 4 M  

     Mother : Where did you go ?

     Son      :  to the playground.

   Mother :  Have you played cricket ?

   Son       :  No. I played football.

   The Mother asked her son _____________________________. The Son replied that _________________________ . The Mother asked ______________________________ . The Son told his mother _____________________________________ .

 9. Look at the words and phrases given below. Rearrange them to form meaningful
     sentences. The first has been done as an example. Write the correct sentences  in
     your answer sheet.                                                                                            1 x 3 = 3 M
     Example : 

     Extremely dry / are places / that are / deserts.

     Ans : Deserts are places that are extremely dry.
     a)    The / in these places / less than / annual rainfall / is / 25cms.

b)  Deserts / for / like Sahara / remain / years / dry

c)  Burning hot / the day / such deserts / are / during

                                                 SECTION-D  (TEXT BOOKS)                                 (45 M)
10. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. Answers shall be
      in one or two lines only.   5 M
      The fiercely independent people of Coorg are possibly Greek or Arabic descent. As one
      story goes, a part of Aexader,s Army moved south along the coast and settled here when
      return became impractical. These people married amongst the locals and their culture is
      apparent in the martial traditions, marriage and religious rites, which are distinct from the
      Hindu mainstream.  The theory of Arab origin  draws support from the long , black coat
      with an embroidered waist belt worn by the Kodavus. Known as Kuppia, it resembles the
      Kuffia  worn by the Arabs and Kurds.
a) How do the people of  Coorg look ?                                                                          1

b) Which things show their culture  most clearly ?                                                        1

c) What so similar between the Kodavus and the Arabs ?                                             1

d) What is the other thing that supports the theory of their descent  in addition to the dress ?                                                                                                                         1

e) Find a word from the passage which means ‘ceremonies’                                        1

11. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. Answers shall be
       in one or two lines only.                                                                                               5 M
       I sat in the back of the car with the box beside me as the driver tore through the streets of

       Basra like a ricocheting bullet. The aircraft was waiting to take off; I was rushed through
       to it by infuriated officials.  Luckily, the seat booked for me was at the extreme front. 
       I covered the floor around my feet with newspapers, rang for the airhostess, and gave her
       a parcel of fish (for Mij)  to keep in a cool place.  I took her into my confidence about the
       events of the last half hour. I have retained the most profound admiration for that air
       hostess; she was the very queen of her kind. She suggested that I might refer to have my
       pet on my knee, and I could have kissed her hand in the depth of my gratitude. But, not
       knowing otters, I was quite unprepared for what followed.
       a)  How did the driver drive the vehicle to the airport ?                                                    1
       b)  Where did the author sit in the aircraft ?                                                                      1
       c)  What did the author tell the airhostess when he called her ?                                        1

       d)  Why did the writer admire the airhostess so much ?                                                    1
       e)  Find a word from the passage which means ‘make angry’                                         1
12. ‘Lencho is a man of unflinching faith’. Justify this statement with reference to 
       ‘A Letter to God’.                                                                                                        8 M
OR

       How did Peggy ridicule Wanda and what was her reaction ?

13.  Answer the following questions in 30 to 40 words:                                                   4 M
       What was the dress of the bakers during the days of Portuguese and  when the author was
        Young ?

OR

       What made Valli clap her hands with glee ?

14. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:                       4 M
      No use  to say ‘O there are other balls’
An ultimate shaking grief fixes the boy

As he stands rigid, trembling, staring down

All his young days into the harbor where

His ball went.
a) What is the reaction of the boy on losing the  ball ?                                               2
b) Why does he stare at the harbour ?                                                                         1
c) What comes to his mind when he stares ?                                                              1
OR
 I sit inside doors open to the veranda
Writing long letters
In which I scarcely mention the departure
Of the forest from the house.
The night is fresh, the whole moon shines
In the sky still open.
     a)   Where is the poet? What is she doing at the moment ?                                         2
b) What is that she is not mentioning in her long letters ?                                         1
c) How is the night ?                                                                                                  1
15.   Answer any two of the following questions in 30 to 40 words each on the basis of 
        the lines given below :                                                                                              6 M
a) ‘Did you finish your homework, Amanda ?

       Did you tidy your room, Amanda ?

       I thought I told you to clean your shoes.

       Amanda!

       What does the speaker expect Amanda to do ?                                                   3 M
b) They do not sweat and whine about their conditions,

      They do not lie awake in the dark and weep for their sins,

      They do not make me sick discussing their duty to God.

      Why does the poet  long  to live in the company of animals ?                             3 M
c) ‘Some say the world will end in fire

       Some say in ice’

       Write down two different views about the end of the world.                               3 M
16. Answer the following question in 100 words: 8 M
      True scientist works for the betterment of humanity. In the light of this statement
       can we call Griffin a true scientist ? 

                                                                       OR

      ‘Trust and compassion can reform a person’. Explain with reference to the thief in
       ‘The thief’s Story’
17. Answer the following question in 30-40 words:                                                         4 M
       How did Ausable outwit Max?

OR

       Describe the parting scene between Tricki and Mrs Pumphrey’s household ?

18.  Answer the following question in 20 - 30 words.                                                      3 M
      How was Horace Danby befooled by the lady in the red ?

OR

      Why were Lutkins’  neighbours  curious to meet the lawyer ? 
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