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Chapter 1

Democracy

Give very short answeres:
Q.1.What do you understand by absolute monarchy? Name one country which follow this forms of government?

Ans. An absolute monarchy mean rule by a king or a queen who exercise absolute power. Ex.The Vatican City, Saudi Arabia and Qatar.

Q.2. What is direct democracy? Is it practical to follow it in India?

Ans. In direct democracy the govt. is elected and run by the peoples. No it is not possible to follow direct democracy in India.

Q.3. Why is India called a democratic republic?

Ans. India is called a democratic republic because both the president and the government are elected by the people.

Q.4. What are the two principle on which the democracy is based?

Ans.Liberty and Equality.

Give short answeres in 20-40 words.

Q.1. What is a village panchayat ?How did it help Susheela?

Ans. Democratic institutions at the local level are called village panchayats. They provide a platform to the people to discuss  and decide on matters concerning their life in the village . The village panchayat helped Susheela in terminating her marriage.

Q.2. How do citizens in a democratic country participate in the government?

Ans- The citizens in a democratic government participate in the government through elections. All adult men & women vote to elect their representatives to govern the country on the behalf of the people. If people are not satisfied with the government they can remove it in the next election.

Q.3- Explain why democracy is much more than just a form of government?

Ans-Democracy is much more than just a form of government. It is also a form of society and form of economy .Justice freedom and human dignity are value of democracy .Only where these values are deeply embedded in the political social, and economic life of people can democracy be made meaningful.

Give long answeres in 50-70 words.

Q.1- Write a note on elections.

Ans- People exercises their political power through election. All adult men & women vote to elect their representative and in this way they participate in the government of the country. The elected representative takes part in the govt. on behalf of the people. If people are not satisfied with their govt. they can remove it in the next election.

Q.2- What do you understand by rule of law?

Ans- Rule of law means all are equal before the law. It makes no distinction between the poor and the rich or the educated and the uneducated in doing so it ensures that no one is above the law. Rule of law also provides protection to individual against  social evils like child marriage, untouchability and various other forms of discrimination.

Q-3- What is a democratic society?

Ans- A Democratic society is one of the in which there is no discrimination. It is a society in which evils like untouchability and the cast system are not practiced. Everyone istreated equally and it providesequal opportunities for growth and development. No one is given more privilege than the other on the basis of race, colour, religion or place of birth.

Q.4. What is economic democracy?

Ans. Economic democracy means that all should have equal opportunities to be employed or to set up their own business. It also means absence of exploitation. Workers should not be exploited by the owners and peasants should not be exploited by land lords. There should be equal wages for equal work irrespective of gender.

Chapter-3

Democracy in Action

A. 1- a     2- d      3- c     4- d     5- b     6- d   

B. 1.vote   2.Vidhansabha   3.Returning officer    4. Regional

C. Give short answers (in 20-40 words) for the following questions.
1.How isGram shabha is an example of direct democracy? How do people living in cities and town exercise their political power?
 Gram shabha is an example of direct democracy at the village level because all the villagers come together and take decisions for them.

People living in cities and town exercise their political power by casting their votes at the time of elections.

2. Write two conditions when citizens are unable to enjoy their voting rights.
 The two conditions when citizens are unable to enjoy their voting rights are as follows.

i. When certain groups or individuals try to prevent other people from voting by use of force or by threats.

ii. When some candidate or a political party spreads baseless rumours against some other candidate to dissuade people from voting.

3. Write a note on the election campaign.

In an election campaign, political parties appeal to the voters to vote for them. They make use of various methods of canvassing including public meetings, wall posters, roadside hordings, processions, house visits and so on.

4.Why is a political party is called a ‘voluntary association’?
A political party is called a ‘voluntary association’ because no person is compelled to join it. Every citizen is free to join or not join a political party and to join a party of her/his choice.

5. Distinguish between reserved and free symbols.
 A reserved symbol can be used only by the candidates of the party to which it has been allotted. A free symbol on the other hand, is not reserved for any party.

D. Give long answers (in 50-70 words) for the following questions.
1. Why is a secret ballot an essential feature of democratic elections?
 In a democracy, people exercise their freedom of choice to elect their representatives without any interference. A secret ballot guarantees this freedom by ensuring that nobody would know in whose favour a voter has cast her/his vote. Thus, secret ballot is an essential feature of a democratic election.

2.Write a note on the officers on election duty.
The Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) is appointed by the President. Under CEC are various State Election Commissioners, each responsible state. At the constituency level, the Returning Officer is the main official responsible for conducting elections. Each polling booth has about five officials. The Presiding Officer is in charge of the booth and the rest four officials, called Polling Officers, assist the Presiding Officer.

3. Write three functions of a political party.
The functions of a political party are as follows.

i. Contest elections

ii. Conduct election campaigns for its candidates.

iii. From government after winning the majority in elections.

4. Why are opposition parties important for the smooth running of a democracy?
Opposition parties play very important role in the smooth functioning of a democracy. They act as the watchdog of people’s interests. They keep a check on the government by constantly reviewing its working and not allowing the government to behave irresponsibly or in a dictatorial manner.

5.Under what conditions a political parties gets recognized as a national party?
A political parties gets recognized as a national party when the candidates put up the party in any four or more states, at the last general elections to the LokSabha or to the Assembly of the state concerned, have secured at least six percent of the total valid votes polled in each of those states at that general election, and at least four of them have been elected to the lokSabha from any states.

6. How does the independence of the Election Commission make elections democratic in India?
 Independence of the Election Commission ensures that people can participate in the elections freely and fearlessly. Thus the Election Commission makes elections democratic in India. 
4. State Government
A.1. a

2.d

3. b

4. C

5.d

B. 1. False
2.False

3.True

4. True

C. Give short answers (in 20-40 words) for the following questions.
1.Why is the Legislative Council is called a permanent body

The Legislative Council is called a permanent body because it cannot be dissolved. Every second year, one-third of its members who complete their term retire.

2. How are representatives to the VidhanSabha elected? How have the territorial constituencies for Assembly seats been set up? 

The VidhanSabha representatives are directly elected by the people from assembly constituencies with in the state.

The territorial constituencies for assembly seats have been set up in such a way as to ensure proportional representation of the population in the assembly.
3. What do you understand by ‘the Governor can hold office during the pleasure of the President’? What qualifications are needed to become the Governor of a state?
`


`
 The governor can hold office during the pleasure of the President means that the President can either remove the Governor anytime or can extend her/his term.

To become the Governor of the state, a person must be

a) A citizen of India and at least 35 years of age,

b) Should neither be a member of parliament of State Legislature nor hold any salaried government post.
4. Name the civil servants who carry out the administrative work in a state?
 The civil servants who carry out the administrative work in a state include the Chief Secretary, Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries, Under Secretaries, Directors, Deputy Directors, Divisional Commissioners and District Magistrates.

D. Give long answers (in 50-70 words) for the following questions.
1. How are members elected to the Legislative Council?
The Legislative Council is a part-nominated and part-elected body. Common people are indirectly involved in the election to the Council. The Local Authorities ‘constituencies elect one third of the members, the Graduates’ and Teachers’ constituencies elect one-twelfth each and the MLAs elect one third of the members, the Graduates’ And Teachers’ constituencies elect one- twelfth each and the MLAs elect one-third of the council members. The remaining seats are filled by people nominated by the Governor. Usually, renowned persons from various fields are nominated to the Council.

2. What are the steps involved in the process of a bill becoming an act?
 A draft or a bill is introduced either in the Legislative Assembly or in the Legislative Council of the state. It is discussed in the house and amendments are made, if necessary, before it is put to vote .If the bill is passed, it is sent to the governor for approval. It becomes an act only after the Governor signs it.

3. What are the discretionary powers of a Governor?
 The Governor possesses certain discretionary powers. She/he can make some decisions without consulting the Council of Ministers. If the ruling government has lost the confidence of the legislative assembly or the government machinery has broken down, the Governor can recommend President’s rule in the state. In such cases, the governor runs the state administration on the instruction of the President.

4. What are the functions of a Chief Minister?
He functions of the Chief Minister are as follows-
i. To advise the Governor on the selection of the council of Ministers and its size.

ii. To preside over cabinet meetings.

iii. To distribute portfolios among ministers.

iv. To appoint a Deputy Chief Minister, if needed.

v. To retain charge of some portfolios, if needed.

5. Write short note on- Council of Ministers, Advocate-Genral.
Council of Ministers- The council of ministers should not be more than 15% of the total strength of the legislative assembly. The council of ministers comprises the cabinet ministers, ministers of state and deputy ministers. It helps the chief ministers in the day to day administration of the state. It is collectively responsible to the Legislative assembly.

    The Advocate- General- The advocate general gives advice to the executive on legal matters and performs other legal function as assigned by the governor. She/he is appointed by the governor. Only a person qualified to be a high court judge is eligible for the post of the Advocate-General. The Advocate- General can take part in the proceedings of the state Legislature but does not have the right to vote.

6. Which candidate will have more power- elected or nominated? Why?
An elected candidate will have more power than a nominated candidate. This is because an elected candidate has been voted to power by the people. People have chosen that candidate to be their representative and govern the country on their behalf.
7. Why is it that at the state levels the Chief Minister is the ‘Head of the Government’ and the Governor is the ‘Head of the State’?
At the state level the Chief Minister is the ‘Head of the Government’ and the governor is the ‘Head of the State’ because the Governor is the nominal head. Her/ his powers and functions are similar to the President at the national level. The Chief Minister on the other hand, holds the responsibility for the smooth governance of the state. Accept this or any other relevant response.
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