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Guess Paper 2011
Class- IX
Subject - English Communicative 
Maximum marks: 80                                                             



Time -3 hours

The question paper is divided into four sections.

Section A:         Reading comprehension        
- 20 marks

Section B:         Writing                                  
- 20 marks

Section C:         Grammar                                  
- 20 marks

Section D:         Literature                                  
- 20 marks
SECTION A

Q1   Read the following passage carefully.                                                                             
 (5 Marks)

1. We’d lived in the building for more than ten years without anything untoward happening. It had even taken the shock of a severe earthquake without sustaining any major damage: It’s difficult to tell the new cracks from the old.

2. It’s a three-storey building, and I live on the top floor with my adopted family: three children and their parents. The roof is made of corrugated tin sheets, the ceiling of wooden boards. That’s the traditional hill-station roof. Ours had held fast in many a storm, but the wind that night was stronger than we’d ever known it. It was cyclonic in its intensity, and it came rushing at us with a high-pitched, eerie wail. The old roof groaned and protested at the unrelieved pressure. It took this battering for several hours while the rain lashed against the windows and the lights kept coming and going.

3. There was no question of sleeping, but we remained in bed for warmth and comfort. The fire had long since gone out because the chimney stack having collapsed, bringing down a shower of sooty rainwater.

(an extract from The Night the Roof Blew Off by Ruskin Bond)

Select the most appropriate choice:

1. What does the first paragraph tell us about the author’s house?

a. It was a strong building.

b. It was in a very broken state.

c. It was a new building.

d. It was shattered in an earthquake.

2. How has the author described the wind?

a. It was not very powerful.

b. It had no impact on the roof.

c. It was the worst of its kind that the author had ever experienced.

d. It was extremely powerful and it blew off the roof immediately.

3. How many people lived in the house?

a. Three

b. Five


c. six


d. four

4. Why did the rainwater entering the house become sooty?

a. The roof was full of soot.

b. The air outside was polluted with soot.

c. The rain brought in the dust blowing outside.

d. The soot from the broken chimney came in with the rain.
5. What does the word ‘eerie’ convey to the reader?

a. The wind was piercing and sharp.

b. The sound of the wind was causing fear.

c. The wind was musical.

d. The wind sounded like a wailing  person.

Q2    Read the following poem carefully:




 
         (5 Marks)
LIFE WELL LIVED

When I was a young man, I followed the gold,
Deep in a mineshaft, all muddy and cold.
Deep in the dark, with a flickering light
And never a nugget to gladden my sight-
But it’s way, hey! Now I am old,
The mornings were silver, the sunsets were gold.
When I was a young man, I followed the sea.
Cold, wet and shivering often I’d be;
Rocked in the crow’s nest or rolled down below
Or sweating my soul out where the Gulf traders go-
But it’s a way, hey! Now I am old,
The oceans were sapphires, the beaches were gold.
Now I am an old man, I sit in the sun;
Thinking and dreaming of things that I have done,
Remembering laughter, forgetting the pain
And I’d go out and do it all over again -
Way, hey, lift it along!
What good is your life if it isn’t a song?

1.1 Read the following summary. Complete it by writing the missing word/ phrase against the correct blank number in your answer sheet. (½x10=5 Marks)
In the poem, the poet recalls his (a) ____________ fondly even though his experiences were not always (b) ______________. Recalling the days gone by, he has no regrets, as he regards each job as (c) ____________.He mentions having been a (d) ___________  and a (e) __________. As a miner, he never found any nuggets but found gold in the (f) ____________________, and (g)______________. To him, the oceans sparkled like (h) _____________________. Even as he toiled in the heat, he thought of it as just another (i) _______________. As on old man he feels that he would (j)____________ if he had the chance.
Q3   Read the following passage carefully.                                                                              (5 Marks)

Sponsored Festivals

This is the high noon of the Age of Sponsorship. For several years now, we have become used to all kinds of events being sponsored. In many newspapers, every possible feature, barring the editorials, is sponsored. Even the daily weather report is.

Student organizations, which were once content to hold low-key festivals in their college, now find corporate sponsors and get massive media exposure for such events.

 Ganesh Chaturthi, the festival was once an affair confined to individual homes. Today, in Mumbai it provides competition for rival sponsors   as the size of the idols grows in height and girth every year and the festivities are held with greater gusto and noise

 During Dushera, Mumbai reverberates to the beat of drums. Thousands of young people spend nights dancing to the various versions of the traditional Gujarati ‘garba’ dance- including the mutant-“disco garba”. It is one of those strange twists of irony that dance, which actually liberated women and gave them a legitimate reason to dance their hearts out, has now become a highly sponsored event in which there is no place for traditional ‘garba’ dancers. In the past, the dancing was free of both self consciousness, as it was a women’s dance, and commerce as it was held in the courtyard.

Thus each year something precious is being lost –and the worst part of it is that the majority of us are not even aware of it.

Answer the following questions by selecting the most appropriate options from the ones given below:

1) It is called the age of sponsorship as

a) there’s too much money in the market

b) newspapers , festivals in colleges are all commercialized

c) common man loves the paraphernalia 

d) money attracts the common man

2) The role Garba played in the lives of the women in the past was to 

a)  help them get rid of their inhibitions

b)  provide a stage for their talent

c)  root them in tradition 

    d)      prove commercially viable for them
3) Today Ganesh Chaturthi is a festival that 

a) is confined to individual homes

b) provides an opportunity for sponsors to invest money

c) is held with great fanfare

d) has a few sponsors

4) ‘Mutant ’ in para 4 means

a) crazy

b) unimaginable

c) dangerous

d) adapted or changed

5) According to the author the greatest tragedy of sponsorship is

a) the loss of money

b) the focus on unnecessary expenditure

c) the common man is being duped

    d)    the loss of the essence of our culture without realizing it

Q4 
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given below it.
(5 marks)

One of the most frightening stories in all literature is Daniel Defoe’s ‘A Journal of the Plague Year’, which was published in 1722. Although somewhat fictionalised, it is extensively documented and is a realistic picture of the terror which can grip a city attacked by plague.


All the world knew of the fury of small pox plagues. A Persian physicist distinguished small pox from measles in 900 AD and its ravages were recorded many centuries earlier. Asia and Africa had repeated bouts of small pox; Europe’s population was decimated by the killer in 1614; and England’s great epidemic, from 1666 to 1675, left a frightful toll in its wake. The New World did not escape - in fact, some historians feel that the small pox epidemics decimated the Indians and made them vulnerable to the white man’s conquest.


1.
‘A Journal of the Plague Year’ is important because ______________.


2.
‘The New World did not Escape’ means _______________.


3.
A Journal of the Plague Year was published in the year ________________.


4.
What is the significance of the year 900 AD?


5.
A shortcoming of the book, ‘A Journal of the Plague Year’ was that _______________

SECTION - B WRITING

20 MARKS

Q5. Marie Curie is one of the most proficient physicists and chemical analysts the world has ever seen. Given below are notes on her life. Write a biographical sketch of her.


          (4 marks)

BORN 

– 
7 November 1867 in Warsaw, Poland

NATURE 
–  
quiet, dignified, unassuming

EDUCATION
–
general education in local schools

·     
scientific training from her father

       ACHIEVEMENTS –
founded theory of radioactivity

·   
honoured with two Noble Prizes in Physics and Chemistry

·     
discovered two new elements : Polonium, radium

        DIED

–
4 July, 1934

[image: image1.png]Q6. There is much hype about cricket while other games like hockey seem to be neglected. Write a letter to the editor of a national daily highlighting the cause of this neglect and suggest what could be done to elevate the status of the other games and sports. You are Rajat/Ragini. The following suggestions may help you.   



(8 Marks)

· Provide better facilities

· Give better publicity

· Encourage more games in schools and colleges

· Give more incentives

· Get more sponsors

Q7. Write an article ‘Save and Protect the Girl Child’. You are Arun/Anamilka. The following points may help you. (8 Marks)

[image: image2.jpg]=

~

ERO
HONDA

FIHZSE55





· Spread awareness

· Harsh punishment for offenders

· Remove  orthodox views

· Highlight achievements of girls

SECTION – C GRAMMAR
20 MARKS

Q8. Complete the passage given below choosing the correct alternatives.              
   (½ x8=4 Marks)

Parents must spend quality time with their children. Interaction (a) ______________ (with, among, between, from) parents and children is extremely essential. This helps to (b) _______________ (reducing, reduce, reduction, reduced) the generation gap that poses as (c) _____________ (a, an, the, its) hurdle to a better understanding between the two. Time spent together could be seen in the form (d) _____________ (to, on, for, of) conversation, outdoor activities (e) ____________ (but, hence, yet, and) having meals. It is universally accepted fact that the family that prays together (f) _______________ (stay, stays, staying, stayed) together. The biggest strength of a child (g) _____________ (have, has, is, are) his family and the support that he draws (h) _______________ (from, with, among, between) it.

Q9.Given below are some tips for preparing strawberry milkshake. Read the given hints and complete the passage by filling in the gaps choosing the answers from the given options. 
(1 × 4 = 4 Marks)
· Wash and clean six strawberries

· Cut them into small pieces

· Sprinkle 1 tablespoon of sugar over the strawberries

· Churn ½ cup vanilla ice cream, 1 cup milk and 4 ice cubes with the strawberries in a blender

· Serve in a tall glass

The strawberries should be washed and cleaned. Then they should be cut and sugar (a) __________ over them. The ice cream and strawberries (b) _______________ a blender. Cold milk and ice cubes should also be added and churned (c) ______________ thick, smooth and frothy. It (d) ____________ in a tall glass.
a) (i)   are be sprinkled




(iii) should be sprinkled

(ii) should be sprinkling



(iv) can be sprinkled
b) (i)   should be churned together in


(iii) should be churned together into

(ii)   should be churning together in


(iv) should be churned together on
c) (i)   till the milkshake are



(iii) unless the milk is

(ii)  up to the milk is




(iv) till the milkshake is
d) (i)   should be serving




(iii) were to be served

(ii)  should be served




(iv) is served

Q 10. The following passage has not been edited. There is an error in each line. Write the incorrect word and the correction in your answer sheet as given below against the correct blank number. Remember to underline the word you have supplied. The first one has been done for you.

(½ x 8 =4)








    Incorrect
         Correct

    UNICEF is created by the General assembly                                      e.g., is     was
    during his first session in 1946 to purposefully                                        (a) __________     __________

    help the emergency needs for children in post-                                        (b) __________     __________

    war Europe or China. In 1950, its programme                                        (c) __________     __________

    was extended in provide long range benefits to                                       (d) __________     __________

    children of all developing country. It has its                                            (e) __________     __________

     headquarters in New York. It have a board of                                         (f) __________     __________

    30 members, who manages its activities. It                                              (g) __________     __________

    depends at voluntary contributions make by many agencies.                   (h) __________     __________

Q11. Look at the words and phrases below.  Rearrange them to form meaningful sentences.  Write the       correct sentences in your answer sheet 
(1 × 4 = 4 Marks)
only 26/of relativity, which/Albert Einstein is/for his/when he was/best known/he first advanced/theory
Ans: Albert Einstein is best known for his theory of relativity, which he first advanced when he was only 26.

a) theory of relativity / influence / of a / according to / bends / light / Einstein’s / under the / massive body

b) during / prediction / the total / his / put / was / to test / of 1919 / eclipse / solar

c) one / because / a total / this / was least / to observe / was / solar eclipse / sunspots / likely

d) light was / also predicted / the deflection / of surface / by Einstein

Q12. Read the following conversation and complete the passage given below.

 (lx4=4 Marks)

   Teacher : Have you completed your homework?

   Rachna : Ma’am, I could not complete the homework as my mother has gone to Kolkata.

   Teacher : How is this related with your not doing the work?

   Rachna : My copies are in the cupboard and she has taken the keys alongwith.

Teacher asked Rachna (a)______________________________________________. Rachna replied that she (b)_____________________________________________________________. The teacher then asked her  (c)_____________________________________________________. Rachna informed the teacher that (d)_______________________________.

SECTION – D LITERATURE

20 MARKS

13. (A) Read the extract and answer the following questions by choosing the most appropriate option.

 Do any one. 








(1x3=3 Marks)                     

The voice of thunder declares my arrival; 
The rainbow announces my departure. 
I am like earthly life, which begins at 
The feet of the mad elements and ends 
Under the upraised wings of death.
a) The rainbow signifies

i) The ending of rain




(iii) the happiness the rain has spread

ii) The beginning of rain



(iv)  seven colours

b) The rain has been compared to

i) Wings of a bird




(iii) elements of nature

ii) Earthly things




(iv)  death

c) The poet has referred to the upraised wings of death because

i) after death, earthly things disappear

ii) after death, earthly things rise to heaven

iii) the wings of the mythological Angel of death point towards heaven

iv) the mythological Angel of death ha wings

OR

"Oh, Mon Dieu ! It is hopeless. We shall have nothing left. His estate is sold, savings have gone. His furniture, everything. Were it not for my little dot we should starve! And now my beautiful salt cellars"
1. Who is speaking about whom?
(a)
Marie about the Bishop


(c) Persome about the Bishop.
(b)
Bishop about Persome.


(d) Persome about Marie.
2. He has sold everything to
(a)
help Marie.




(b) arrange for his sister's marriage.
(c)
pay Mere Gringoire's rent.


(d) help the poor.

3. The word 'dot' means:
(a)   a dress                                                                      (b)   Persome's dowry
(c)   a woman's income                                              (d)   the speaker's pocket money
Q13 (B). Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow. 

(1x3=3 Marks)

"Good-luck to you, Trevelyan," I said. "And may you get the petunias for princess!"

(a) Who does the speaker wish good-luck?

(b) For whom does ‘Treveyan’ want the petunias?

(c) The petunias were to be obtained from _____________________.

Q14. Answer any four of the following questions.  (30-40 words each)


 (2x4=8 Marks) 

a) Private Quelch is equally unpopular among his friends as well as superiors.  Comment.

b) John A. Pescud was a hypocrite. Justify.

c) How does the convict react when the sergeant leaves the Bishop’s house?

d) Explain why the poet has compared the world to a stage?

e) Why does the poet from the poem ‘Oh,I wish I’d looked after me teeth’ regret not having taken care of her teeth?

Q15.Imagine you are Mrs. Bramble. Write a letter to your cousin telling her how the sacrifice of truth made by you and your husband for your son’s sake has only led to your son’s disappointment. Also write how you feel about it.








 (6 Marks)

OR
The Bishop’s impact on the convict is positive and lasting. Justify.
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