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PART – A
1
Mention any four problems faced by Epigraphists?
2

2
What were the elements of Sati Practice that draw the attention of Bernier?
2

3
Discuss any two ways in which the Alvars and Nayanars expressed their critiques of the caste system.
2

4
Give any two functions of the lottery committee in the context of colonial Calcutta.
2

5
Why was the permanent settlement of land revenue rarely extended to any region beyond Bengal? Give two reasons.
2

PART – B

Section – I

Answer any three of the following questions:

6
Analyse the text Mahabharata on any five elements.
5
7
How important were gender differences in early societies? Explain any five reasons.
5
8
What are the Central Teachings of Jainism? Explain any five of them.
5
9
To what extent does knowledge of Buddhist literature help in understanding the sculpture at 
 
Sanchi? Explain any five points.
5
Section – II

Answer any two of the following questions:

10
How did archaeologists discover Palaces, Temples and Markets in Vijayanagar? 
 
Explain any five points.
5
11
Explain the evidences that suggest that land revenue was so important for Mughal fiscal system.
5
12
Analyse how the Mughal Emperor’s court procedures reflected his status and power.
5

OR

“The keeping of exact and detailed records was a major concern of the Mughal administration.” Critically examine the statement.
5
Section – III

Answer any three of the following questions:
13
“The dispossession of taluqdars meant the breakdown of an entire social order.” Critically examine the statement.
5
14
Why did several members in the Constituent Assembly support the cause of the depressed classes? What did the Assembly finally recommend for them?
5

15
Critically examine the importance of oral history in studying an event such as the partition of India.
5

16
Describe the events that led to the Non-cooperation Movement.
5

PART – C

17
Discuss whether the term sacred centre is an appropriate description for the part of the city for which it is used.

OR


Discuss the ways in which Panchayats and village headmen regulated rural society.
8

18
Examine any four major issues that went into the making of the Indian Constitution.
8
                                                                                     OR
Explain the main events of the Dandi March. What is its significance in the history of Indian National Movement?
PART – D

19
Read the given passage and answer the questions:

How artefacts are identified


Processing of food required grinding equipment as well as vessels for mixing, blending and cooking. These were made of stone, metal and terracotta. This is an excerpt from one of the earliest reports on excavations at Mohenjodaro, the best-known Harappan site:

Saddle querns … are found in considerable numbers … and they seem to have been the only means in use for grinding cereals. As a rule, they were roughly made of hard, gritty, igneous rock or sandstone and mostly show signs of hard usage. As their bases are usually convex, they must have been set in the earth or in mud to prevent their rocking. Two main types have been found: those on which another smaller stone was pushed or rolled to and fro, and others with which a second stone was used as a pounding herbs and spices for making curries. In fact, stones of this latter type are dubbed “curry stone” by our workmen and our cook asked for the loan of one from the museum for use in the kitchen.

(a)
What are two types of Querns?
2


(b)
What material were these Querns made of?
2


(c)
Why are they described as curry stone?
1


(d)
Explain any to ways in which the archaeologists classify finds.
3
OR

The Malabar Coast

(Present-day Kerala)


Here is an excerpt from Periplus of the Erythraean Sea, composed by an anonymous Greek sailor (c. first century CE):


They (i.e. traders from abroad) send large ships to these market-towns on account of the great quantity and bulk of pepper and malabathrum (possibly cinnamon, produced in these regions). There are imported here, in the first place, a great quantity of coin; topaz … antimony (a mineral used as a colouring substance), coral, crude glass, copper, tin, lead … There is exported pepper, which is produced in quantity in only one region near these markets … Besides this there are exported great quantities of fine pearls, ivory, silk cloth, … transparent stones of all kinds, diamonds and sapphires, and tortoise shell. 

Archaeologists evidence of a bead-making industry, using precious and semi-precious stones, has been found in Kodumanal (Tamil Nadu). It is likely that local traders brought the stones mentioned in the Periplus from sites such as these to the coastal ports.

(a)
Erythraean Sea was the great name of which Sea?
2

(b)
What were the Spices items exported from India?
1




(c)
What were the raw materials imported from these countries?
2

(d)
Which South Indian Community involved in inland trade? How?
3
20
 
                                     Travelling with the Mughal army


Bernier often travelled with the army. This is an excerpt from his description of the army’s march to Kashmir:


I am expected to keep two good Turkoman horses and I also take with me a powerful Persian camel and driver, a groom for my horses, a cook and a servant to go before my horse with a flask of water in his hand, according to the custom of the country. I am also provided with every useful article, such as a tent of moderate size, a carpet, a portable bed made of four very strong but light canes, a pillow, a mattress, round leather table-cloth, three small bags with culinary utensils which are all placed in a large bag, and this bag is again carried in a very capacious and strong double sack likewise contains the provisions, linen and wearing apparel, both of master and servants. I have taken care to lay in a stock of excellent rice for five or six days’ consumption, of sweet biscuits flavoured with anise (a herb), of limes and sugar. Nor have I forgotten a linen bag with its small iron hook for the purpose of suspending and draining dahi or curds; nothing being considered so refreshing in this country as lemonade and dahi.

(a)
Who was Bernier? When did he come to India? What were responsibilities given to him by the ruler?
3

 
(b)
What were the essential articles carried by him?
3

(c)
Who were sent with him for helping the traveller?
2

OR

Rituals and the real world


Here is a vachana composed by Basavanna:


When they see a serpent carved in stone they pour milk on it.
If a real serpent comes they say “Kill. Kill.”
To the servant of the god who could eat if served they say: “Go away! Go away!”
But to the image of the god which cannot eat they offer dishes of food.


(a)
What does vachana mean?
2

(b)
Describe Basavanna’s attitude towards rituals. How does he attempt to convince the listener?
3

(c)
What were the non Brahmanical Practices encouraged by Lingayats?
3

21
Read the following extracts and answer the questions that follow:


Excerpt from what Jawaharlal Nehru said in his famous speech of 13 December, 1946:

“We say that it is our firm and solemn resolve to have an independent sovereign republic. India is bound to be a republic ……. Now some friends have raised the question: “Why have you not put the word ‘democratic’ here?” …….. Obviously we are aiming for democracy and nothing less than democracy. What form of democracy, what shape it might take is another matter ……..? The democracies of the present day, many of them in Europe and elsewhere, have played a great part in the world’s progress … We are not going just to copy, I hope, a certain democratic procedure or an institution or an of a so-called democratic country. We may improve upon it. In any event whatever system of government we may establish here must fit in with the temper of our people and be acceptable to them … We stand for democracy. It will be for this House to determine what shape to give to that democracy, the fullest democracy, I hope ….”

(i)
What were the three basic features of the constitution, Nehru was referring to?
2

(ii)
Why was he against India copying the constitutions of other countries?
2


(iii)
Why did he refer to the past and to the American and French Revaluations in the 
earlier part of the speech?
2


(iv)
Name the document that Nehru introduced on 13 December, 1946. Give any one 
guarantee it gave to the citizens of India.
2
OR

The Azamgarh Proclamation, 25 August, 1857.


This is one of the main sources of our knowledge, about what the rebels wanted:

Section III – Regarding Public Servants: It is not a secret thing, that under the British Government, natives employed in the civil and military services have little respect, low pay, and no manner of influence; and all the posts of dignity and emolument in both the departments are exclusively bestowed on Englishmen, … Therefore, all the natives in the British service ought to be alive to their religion and interest, and adjuring their loyalty of the English, side with Badshahi Government, and obtain salaries of 200 and 300 rupees a month for the present, and be entitled to high posts in the future … 


Section IV – Regarding Artisans. It is evident that the Europeans, by the introduction of English articles into India, have thrown the weavers, the cotton dressers, the carpenters, the blacksmiths, and the shoemakers, etc .. out of employ, and have engrossed their occupations, so that every description of native artisan has been reduced to beggary. But under the Badshahi Government the native artisans will exclusively be employed in the service of the kings, the rajas, and the rich; this will no doubt ensure their prosperity. Therefore, these artisans ought to renounce the English services.
(i) How did the introduction of English articles affect the artisans?
2

(ii) How would the conditions of the artisans improve under the Badshahi government?
2

(iii) Why were the public servants dissatisfied with the British government?
2

(iv) What did the rebel proclamation repeatedly appeal for?
2

PART – E
22
On the given outline map of India name and mark any five Mahajanapadas.
5
23
On the given political outline map of India mark and name the following:
5


(i)
The city where the massacre took place in 1919.


(ii)
Two places, one in Bihar and one in Gujarat, where Gandhiji is earliest movements 
 

took place.

(iii)
The place where the Salt March ended.

(v) The city where the congress passed the quit India resolution.

OR

On the given political outline map of India mark and name any five territories / cities which were under British control in 1857.
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