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Sample Paper – 2009
Class – X

Subject – ENGLISH (COMMUNICATIVE)  
	CLASS:
	IX
	
	MAX. MARKS:
	80
	
	TIME:
	3 HOURS

	



GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:


	1)
	This paper consists of four sections:

Section A     -    Reading      -     15 marks

Section B     -    Writing       -     25 marks

Section C     -    Grammar   -     15 marks

Section D     -    Literature  -     25 marks

	2)
	Attempt all questions.



	3)
	Do not write anything in the question paper.



	4)
	All answers must be correctly numbered as in the question paper and written in the answer sheet provided.



	5)
	Attempt all questions in each section before going on to the next section.



	6)
	Strictly adhere to the word limit given with each question.  Marks will be deducted if word limit is exceeded.



	7)
	Read each question carefully and follow the instructions given.




	SECTION – A (Reading)


	(15 Marks 


	A1.
	Read the following passage.



	(9 marks)

	 
	TESTING TIMES



	1.
	It is that time of year again when over eight lakh students from across the country take the Class X and XII examinations conducted by the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE).  Though the exams are slated to be held from March 1 to 18, anxieties have already swelled, hopes are running high and there is tangible tension in the air.  Well, here are some tips to help you secure top marks in the Class X Boards.



	2.
	The most important part is sticking to a day-wise schedule.  Students must keep a target for the day, like a seven to eight hours self-study schedule if the school is open or 14-15 hours of studying on holidays or when on preparatory leave.  Students must also prioritise the subjects they want to study during these hours and divide their time proportionately.  Though giving more time to Mathematics and Science is justifiable considering the scoring potential of these subjects, some time should also be earmarked for the languages and social studies, especially in the case of Class X students.



	3.
	Another important factor in the final term is time management.  This is a time for self-study, revision, re-revision and practicing sample papers.  Students should attempt as many practise papers as they can get, to understand the concepts that are not clear and practise them to perfection.  A way to beat the boredom that might set in because of studying is to switch the subject the student is currently reading or practising. This lends variety and helps in rejuvenating interest in the preparation process.

	    4.
	However, amidst all this studying, students should not forget the importance of recreation, proper rest and sleep.



	5.
	Fluency and an understanding of the vocabulary, coupled with the ability to reproduce it, is essential while preparing for English and Hindi.



	6.
	For Mathematics, the student must have an understanding of the concepts of time, speed and distance.  Sample papers also help to explore the possibility of something new as well as test an understanding of the subject.



	7.
	Observation and an understanding of concepts is essential while preparing for either Physics, Chemistry or Biology.



	8.
	As for Social Studies, while Geography should be prepared like any Science subject by first getting a grasp of the basic concepts, for History and Political Science, the student should inculcate a level of awareness and curiosity. Students should practise the three C’s – the course, follow a certain course of action and concentration.



	9.
	In the examination hall:

· Go through the questions carefully before you start answering.

· Tackle the questions you know first. Don’t waste unnecessary time on the questions that you cannot answer.

· Be confident.  Have faith in your preparation.

· Anxiety is good but don’t let the fear of exams incapacitate you.

· Don’t be affected by others. How much you write or how long you take is up to you and does not depend on how much others in the hall are writing!

Source: HT Horizons


	A1.1
	On the basis of your reading of the passage complete the following statements as brief as possible.  Write your answers in the answer sheet against the correct blank number.


	(6 marks)

	
	a)
	Much before the board examination begins students experience………………………..
	

	
	b)
	The most important part of preparation is………………………………………………..
	

	
	c)
	While dividing time among subjects, more time may be reserved for subjects………….
	

	
	d)
	Boredom can be avoided by……………………………………………………………..
	

	
	e)
	Time should be earmarked for recreation, rest and sleep because………………………
	

	
	f)
	While preparing for languages care must be taken to develop…………………………..
	

	A1.2
	Find words/phrases from the passage (paragraphs indicated) which mean the same as the following.  Write the answers against the correct blank number in your answer sheet.


	(3 marks)



	 
	a)
	Clear and definite; real (para 1)
	

	
	b)
	An idea or principle which is connected with something abstract (para 3)
	

	
	c)
	Making or causing to appear fresher and more lively (para 3)
	


	A2.
	Read the following poem carefully:


	(6 marks)

	 
	THE ACTOR’S MOTHER

No charming Chatty Prince for him,

Lines by the yard

He mostly stands there with a spear.

My son, the guard.
He never plays the captain’s part,

Always the crew.

“Aye, aye!” he cries, occasionally.

His lines are few.

He doesn’t get the better roles,

Takes after me.

Sometimes he never speaks at all:

My son, the tree.

The only time he got some lines,

Just half a page,

He had to shout them through a door,

Invisibly – off stage!

Still, curtains fall eventually,

And homeward in the car

His dad and I can then admire:

Our son, the star.



	A2.1
	On the basis of your reading of the poem, complete the following table.  Write the answers in your answer sheet against the correct blank number.

	(½x8=4 marks)


	Verse
	Part Allotted
	Action Done
	Speaking Portion
	Deprived of (Part)



	1.
	(a)…………………..
	stands with a spear
	Nil
	(b)…………………..

	2.
	Crew
	(c)…………………..
	two words
	(d)…………………..

	3.
	(e)…………………..
	remains fixed
	(f)…………………..
	Better Role

	4.
	Just a voice
	(g)…………………..
	Half a Page
	(h)…………………..


	A2.2
	Complete the following sentences with suitable words/phrases. Write the answers in your answer sheet against the correct blank number.


	(2 marks)

	
	a)
	The actor is not allotted the part of a charming chatty Prince.  This ‘fat’ part would have provided him an opportunity………………….


	

	
	b)
	While going home in the car, the family ‘enjoy’ itself because…………………..
	


	SECTION – B (Writing)


	(25 marks)


	B.1
	Sahil wrote the following letter to Ashish.  Then he decided to send a telegram instead of the letter.  Using relevant information from the letter, write this telegram (using not more than 25 words inclusive of the receiver’s address)


	(5 marks)

	
	1327, Hathi Pol

Jaipur

27 May 200X

Dear Ashish,

My sister has sponsored me to go to Australia for higher studies.  I have gone through all the formalities and will be leaving India on the morning of 25th June from Bombay.  I will be arriving in Mumbai by Shatabdi Express on 3rd June along with my parents and my sister.  I’d be very grateful if you could arrange a good hotel for three days for us.  Could you possibly meet us at the station too?

Hoping to see you soon.

Yours affectionately

Shail


	

	
	
	

	B.2.
	Read the following dialogue:


	(5 marks)

	
	Sandeep
	:
	Hello, Mohan! Where have you been these days?
	

	
	Mohan
	:
	Actually, I’ve been quite busy.  We’re organising Punjabi Cultural Festival.
	

	
	Sandeep
	:
	When and where?
	

	
	Mohan
	:
	On Sunday at 8 pm in the D.A.V. college auditorium.
	

	
	Sandeep
	:
	Can you give me a ticket?
	

	
	Mohan
	:
	There’s no need. It’s free.  However, you need to collect a pass from Suman, the secretary of our association.
	

	
	Sandeep
	:
	Can anyone come?
	

	
	Mohan
	:
	Yes, Why don’t you, as the headboy of your school, write a notice for the school notice-board.
	

	
	Sandeep
	:
	Oh ! Why not?
	

	
	Mohan
	:
	Thank you.
	

	
	As Sandeep, write the notice informing the students about the cultural show.  Do not exceed the limit of 50 words. Put the notice in a box.


	

	B.2.
	“I am hiding because I don’t want to go to work today. But they will come and drag me.  Look, here they come?” This is 9-year-old Pyaasi, a child labourer who wants to play, not work.  

This documentary film titled “Childhood Now” touched you.  Write a letter to the editor of the newspaper, “The Chronicle” on how children are forced to work under inhuman conditions. Using ideas from the unit ‘Children’ together with your own ideas suggest some methods to eradicate this social evil. (Do not exceed 150 words)
	(7 marks)


	B.4.
	Write an article on : ‘Strikes : How Much Justified?  Write this article in not more than 200 words, taking the clues from the chart below.


	(8 marks)

	
	
	

	
	* strikes for genuine rights
	

	
	* justified only as an extreme measure
	

	
	* frequent strikes over petty issues
	

	
	* harmful effects:

   i)  decrease in productivity

  ii)  drop in foreign investments

  iii) monetary loss
	

	
	* strikes should be avoided.


	


	SECTION – C (Grammar)


	(15 marks)


	C.1.
	In the passage given below, one word has been omitted in each line.  Write the missing word alongwith the word that comes before and the word that comes after it in your answer sheet against the correct blank number.  Ensure that the word that forms your answer is underlined.


	(½x6=3 marks)

	
	The experience of a little boy on bank of a river will help
	e.g.
	on  the  bank
	

	
	you understand his mental pain. The boy was
	(a)
	________________
	

	
	alone by the river through water flowed quietly, at a 
	(b)
	________________
	

	
	slow pace.  Everything was quiet except for the sound pebbles
	(c)
	________________
	

	
	hitting the water, which the boy throwing at regular interval.
	(d)
	________________
	

	
	In fact, it became his sport. He was enjoying the ripples pebbles
	(e)
	________________
	

	
	caused. For him each ripple its slow death was a cause
	(f)
	________________
	

	
	of mystery, beyond his comprehension.
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	

	C.2.
	The following passage has not been edited. There is one error in each line.  Write the incorrect word and the correction in your answer sheet as given below against the correct blank number.  Remember to underline the word that you have supplied.

	(½x8=4 marks)

	
	When our earth was cover with water, all creatures
	e.g.
	cover  covered
	

	
	had to swim on it.  When the water subsided
	(a)
	________________
	

	
	and land appeared the sea creatures crawled out and 
	
	
	

	
	learnt breathing and walk on land.  When there
	(b)
	________________
	

	
	are not enough plants left to eat, they learnt to hunt and 
	(c)
	________________
	

	
	kill for the food.  Things are still changing and if 
	(d)
	________________
	

	
	one want to survive, you will have to change too.  Look even
	(e)
	________________
	

	
	Bombay has changed.  Fifty years past there were
	(f)
	________________
	

	
	hill, gardens, beautiful villas where now you see
	(g)
	________________
	

	
	shops, traffics, crowds and slums. 
	(h)
	________________
	


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	C.3
	Look at the words and phrases below.  Rearrange them to form meaningful sentences.  The first one has been done as an example. Write the correct sentences in your answer sheet against the correct numbers.


	(4 marks)

	
	*
	why / you / don’t / bothering / instead / of / me / play / go / and

Example: Why don’t you go and play instead of bothering me?


	

	
	a)
	holidays / their / children / this / the / is / refrain / hear / during
	

	
	b)
	one / since / in / summer / worse / are / things / play / cannot / sun / in / the
	

	
	c)
	hands / condemned / on / their / the / to / indoors / a lot of time / children / rest / are / with
	

	
	d)
	worries / what / is / this / parents.


	

	C.4.
	Look at the newspaper items below.  Then use the information in the headlines to complete the paragraphs.  Write the answers in your answer sheets against the correct blank number.  Do not copy the whole sentence.


	(4marks)

	
	(a)
	BOMB HOAX DELAYS AI FLIGHT:

An Air India flight to London from Delhi……………for about 5 hours after a call………………… from an unknown caller.


	

	
	(b)
	15 CHILDREN DIE: BRAIN FEVER SUSPECTED:

At least 15 children…………… to have died of encephalitis, a brain fever in the last three days in Bihar’s Muzaffarpur district.  Hundreds of other children …………………..by this deadly disease.


	

	
	
	


	SECTION – D (Literature)


	(25 Marks) 


	D.1.
	Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow:


	(4 marks) 

	 
	I murmur under moon and stars

     In brambly wilderness;

I linger by my shingly bars;

     I loiter round my cresses; 

And out again I curve and flow

     To join the brimming river

For men may come and men may go

     But I go for ever.




	
	a)
	Travellers usually suspend their journey at night through desolate places. How does the brook behave?


	(1 mark)



	
	b)
	What do you understand by ‘linger’ and ‘loiter’?


	(1 mark)



	
	c)
	The brook appears to be a symbol for life.  Pick out examples of parallelism between life and the brook.


	(2 marks)



	D.2.
	Read the lines given below and answer the questions that follow:


	(4 marks)  

	 
	A voice so thrilling ne’er was heard

In spring – time from the cuckoo bird

Breaking the silence of the seas

Among the farthest Hebrides. 



	
	a)
	What comparison has the poet made to describe the song of the reaper? 
	(1 mark)



	
	b)
	What other comparison does the poet make in the poem?
	(1 mark)



	
	c)
	Why does the poet compare the effect of the cuckoo’s song with that of the maiden’s song? What do you think, he wants to convey?
	(2 marks)



	D.3.
	Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:


	(4 marks)

	 
	They caught me.  I pleaded to them, I told them why I stole, but they laughed at me and I was, sentenced to ten years in the prison hulks (pause), ten years in Hell. The night I was sentenced the gaoler told me – told me Jeanette was dead. (Sobs with fury) Ah; damn them, damn them. God curse them all. 



	
	a)
	Who speaks these lines and to whom? Who was Jeanette?
	(1 mark)



	
	b)
	Who are ‘they’?  How did they behave with the speakers?
	(1 mark)



	
	c)
	What do you learn about crime and punishment in France at that period? What is its effect on the person?


	(2 marks)

	D.4.
	Shakespeare begins the poem ‘The Seven Ages’ with a metaphor.  Explain the metaphor highlighting of the phrase ‘one man in his time’?  (75 – 100 words)


	(4 marks)



	D.5.
	Is the title “Pendulum” apt for the story?  Give reasons.
	(3 marks)



	D.6.
	A single evening of glitter and excitement cost Mathilde Loisel years of drudgery and despair.  As Madame Loisel write a letter to your friend telling her of the grave results of pretence and hypocrisy.  Do not use more than 150 words.
	(6 marks)
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