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ENGLISH

Gr: 9









Time: 3Hrs











Marks: 100

_______________________________________________________________________

This paper consists of four sections.

Section A – Reading

20 marks

Section B – Writing

30 marks

Section C – Grammar

20 marks

Section D – Literature

30 marks

Instructions:
1. Attempt all questions.

2. Do not write anything in the question paper.

3. All the answers must be correctly numbered as in the question paper and written in the answer sheet provided to you.

4. Attempt all questions in each section before going on to the next section.

5. Read each question carefully and follow the instructions.

6. Strictly adhere to the word limit given with each question.  Marks will be deducted for exceeding the word limit.

SECTION A – READING
A.1 Read the passage and answer the questions that follow:
(8 marks)
Trees that have resistance against adverse climatic conditions and the capacity for survival are the best to be used for Bonsai.  The ones from the ficus family are suited for the purpose.  Saplings of banyan, peepul, etc. that grow in the wild on the roadside and cracks on walls, can be planted to be trained into desired forms.  Trees that grow aerial roots from the trunk and branches look antique and fascinating in miniature.

Be on the lookout for plants that grow on wayside, in spaces between building and on walls.  These could be aged, but their growth is restricted for want of soil for the roots to go down.  Allowing them to grow thus damages the building because their roots have tremendous strength and widen the cracks on the wall.  The wise thing to do is carefully remove the tree from the wall with least damage to the roots and plant them in a pot to be shaped into decorative plant.  To plant such a stunted tree in a shallow pot 2 to 3 inches deep could pose problem.  The roots will be too long and will have to be trimmed.  The trees of the ficus family can stand drastic pruning and survive.  If the roots are thick, they could be exposed a few inches above the soil.  Branches could be cut as required.

The transplanting has to be done in the rainy season; otherwise the tree could dry up even after constant watering.  A mixture of sand, leaf mould and a little bone meal is the best soil combination for the container.  Once the tree has survived the transplantation and new leaves start coming, you can think of shaping it.  Here, your imagination and sense of aesthetics can be useful.  The aids you can use to shape your trees are copper wire, thread, sticks and stones.  The copper wire could be wound in the branches to bend them to your liking.  Thread could be used to tie up the stem to the stone or stick on which you want to shape the tree.
Mini-trees have to be kept outdoors most of the time, for they need sunlight and fresh air.  In ideal conditions, they can be kept indoors not more than a week at a stretch.  Watering is essential, but too much or too little could tend to be fatal.  There should be proper drainage for the container; else water-logging would kill the roots and eventually the tree.  Once the tree is made in the form you wish it to be, it needs very little care other than your attention for its basic needs.  And you have a living art form to adorn your drawing room.

A.1.1 Complete the following sentences on the basis of the reading of the passage.  Write your answers in your answer sheets against the correct blank number.











(2 marks)

The trees that grow on the roadside or a) ____________________ in the wall are suitable for growing as Bonsai.  However, the trees best suited for the purpose are the ones which have b) ______________________ against adverse climatic conditions.  The trees of c) ___________________________ family are ideal for growing as miniature trees because they can stand d) ___________________________ and survive.

A.1.2 Complete the following flow chart about the process of growing a miniature tree, as given in the passage.  Write the answer in your answer sheet against the correct blank number.






(6 marks)
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A.2 Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions:
(12 marks)
Health Ministry officials are worried that the country may soon be faced with a major malarial epidemic, as mosquitoes are becoming resistant to the mosquito repellant mats currently available in the Indian markets.
A recent study by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) found that mosquitoes are slowly developing a resistance to the synthetic pyrethrum odour, the main repelling component of the mats.  This according to Health Ministry officials, is because domestic mosquito repellant manufacturers are increasingly using artificial pyrethrum odour instead of the pyrethrum herb grown in India which is being extensively exported.
Pyrethrum is a tufted, perennial herb of the Chrysanthemum species, which is an effective insecticide.  A native of Yugoslavia, pyrethrum is today being commercially cultivated in many countries including Kenya, Japan, USSR, USA, Brazil and India.

In India, the plant is cultivated widely in the Kashmir Valley, Nilgiris and Assam.  The flowers of the plant, which contain nearly 95 per cent of its insecticidal properties, were traditionally ground or burnt to act as insecticide.

A contact poison, pyrethrum remained a favourite insecticide despite post-war development of DDT and other chlorinated hydrocarbons and organo-phosphorous insecticides due to its effectiveness against a broad range of insects, its rapid paralytic action, and it low toxicity to mammals.

The natural herb is known to be poisonous for flies, fleas, cockroaches, aphids, lice, yellow fever and malarial mosquitoes, as well as for cold-blooded vertebrates like fish and frogs.  It is not harmful to human beings, however, as it is quickly metabolised by mammals.

Extensive exports of this natural herb have forced Indian manufacturers to opt for a synthetic compound.  The synthetic compound had only the odour of the real natural compound.  Bereft of other properties, the synthetic compound, just manages to repel mosquitoes by smell.  It neither kills them nor does it render the mosquitoes numb. The mosquitoes are hence just repelled to another direction where they can sting any unguarded person and pass on malarial or any other parasite.

This repelling action too would not remain effective for long, according to the ICMR study, as mosquitoes are found to be ‘slowly developing’ a resistance to the synthetic compound.

The widespread use of the synthetic compound had another far reaching effect.  Since mosquitoes are not being killed, the insects are multiplying by leaps and bounds.  Health Ministry sources are apprehensive of a widespread urban malarial epidemic if the increase in the mosquito population is not curbed down.
A.2.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage answer the following questions.  Write your answers in your answer sheets against the correct question number.











(6 marks)

a) What is the major finding of the recent study by ICMR?

b) How was pyrethrum traditionally used?

c) What is the Health Ministry apprehensive about?

d) Mention two special qualities of pyrethrum which make it a favourite among insecticides?

e) Why is pyrethrum not harmful to human beings?

f) What has forced Indian manufacturers to opt for a synthetic compound?

A.2.2 Complete the following sentences:




(2 marks)

a) Mosquitoes are multiplying by leaps and bounds because _______________________.

b) The synthetic compound only manages _____________________________________.

A.2.3 Give one word synonyms from the passage for the following phrases.











(4 marks)

a) Outbreak of disease (Para 1)

b) Not found naturally ( Para 7)

c) Turn away (Para 7)
d) To be fearful of a future event (Para 9)

SECTION B – WRITING

B.1 Given below is a short account of the life of the famous archer, Limba Ram.  Using information from these notes, complete the paragraph that follows.  Write your answers in your answer sheet against the correct blank number.
(5 marks)
________________________________________________________________________

Limba Ram (archer)

1972
-
birth

1989
-
represented India in the Asia Cup-Beijing;



won silver medal; team gold medal,



Bangkok International Archery Championship-two golds, one silver;



‘Best Archer’ of the meet.

1990
-
1st Federation Cup Archery Tournament at New Delhi; International 



Archery Meet at Beijing.

1991
-
won Arjuna award.

________________________________________________________________________

Limba Ram, the great Indian archer, a) _____________________________________.  In 1989, he b) _______________________________________ and helped the team to secure a gold medal in Bangkok International Archery Championship, he c) __________
__________________________________________ of the meet.  He also participated in the d) _____________________________________ in 1990.  Because of his remarkable achievements e) ___________________________________ in 1991.

B.2.  You went on a two-day trip to Agra with your classmates.  Send a postcard to your brother who stays at a hostel in Dehradun about your experience during your visit to the historical city of Agra.  Do not exceed fifty words.

(5 marks)


[image: image3]
B.3. Look at the news headline and the poster given below.  Despite stringent laws in protection of children, they continue to be exploited by people in more than one ways.  Taking hints from Children in MCB along with your own ideas, write a letter to the editor of a newspaper expressing your opinion against the exploitation of children below 14 years of age and a strong need for strengthening the laws to prevent the same.  Do not exceed 150 words. 







(10 marks)
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B.4. You are Ashok/Anjali.  You are one of the lucky few who happened to witness a U.F.O sighting in your town.  Using ideas from the unit Mystery in MCB along with your own ideas write an article for your school magazine in not more than 200 words.










(10 marks)

SECTION C – GRAMMAR

C.1. The following paragraph has not been edited.  There is one error in each line.  Write the incorrect word and the correction in your answer sheet against the correct blank number.  The first one has been done for you.



(4 marks)
Thirteen hundred years ago, there came the great


e.g. the…….a
traveller from China to India in search for



a) _____________

wisdom and knowledge.  His name is HieunTsang.


b) _____________

Over the deserts or mountains of the North he came,


c) _____________

braving more dangers, facing and overcoming many


d) _____________

obstacles.  He spent many years on India learning


e) _____________

and teaching another especially at the great



f) _____________

University of Nalanda, who existed then near the


g) _____________

City that was to be called Pataliputra




h) _____________

and is now know as Patna.





i) _____________

C.2. Read the set of instructions for making custard.  Imagine you have completed this procedure.  Complete the paragraph that follows, reporting what you did in your answer sheet.  Do not copy the whole sentence.




(5 marks)
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A litre of milk a) ______________________ into a pan and b) __________________.  The flame c) __________________________ and the milk d) _____________________.

The mixture e) ___________________ frequently.  When the milk began to thicken, four tablespoonfuls of sugar f) ___________________________ and the milk was stirred until the sugar dissolved.  A tablespoonful of custard powder was added to the milk.  The milk g) _____________________________until it h) ____________________________.  The pan i) _______________________________the fire and the custard j) _______________

before serving.
C.3. In the passage given below, one word has been omitted in each line.  Write the missing word along with the word that comes before and the word that comes after it in your answer sheet against the correct blank number.  Ensure that the word that forms your answer is underlined.





(3 marks)

Drama grew out religious festivals and dances.


E.g. out of religious

The Greeks were first to 





a) ______________
make festivals dramatic and the 


b) ______________
first perform plays and build theatres. 



c) ______________
These could performed on the floor,




d) ______________

on the hill side that people could see.




e) ______________

Then the Greeks theatres with seats




f) ______________

cut into the hill in a semicircle.
C.4. Read the conversation given below and complete the report.  Do not add any new information.  Write your answer in your answer sheet against the correct blank number.











(5 marks)

Lady

:
What a beautiful painting!  Is it for sale?
Shopkeeper
:
No, ma’am.  This painting is not for sale.
Lady

:
How about this one?

Shopkeeper
:
I am sorry, ma’am.  Both these paintings have already been bought 




by somebody else.

Lady

:
How unlucky I am!

The lady exclaimed with appreciation a) ____________________________ and inquired of the shopkeeper b) ___________________________________.  The shopkeeper answered in the negative informing the lady that c) ______________________________.  The lady inquired about another painting whether that one was for sale.  The shopkeeper answered apologetically that d) ________________________________________.  The lady exclaimed with disappointment e) _______________________________________.

C.5. Look at the words and phrases below.  Rearrange them to form meaningful sentences.








(3 marks)
a) a / kabaddi match / simple / very / is / and cheap / special / and / nothing / very demands.

b) requires / game / and / co-operation / power / this / intelligence

c) popular / boys / only / not / is / also / girls / it / among / in / but

SECTION D – LITERATURE

D.1. Read the extract below and answer the questions that follow.  Remember to write the correct question number.






(4 marks)
She hangs like a star in the dew of our song;

She springs like a beam on the brow of the tide

She falls like a tear from the eyes of a bride.

Lightly, O lightly we glide and we sing

We bear her along like a pearl on a string.

a) Why do the bearers bear her along like a pearl on a string?

(1 mark)

b) The poetess says that she ‘falls like a tear’ but earlier in the poem the poetess says ‘she floats like a laugh’.  Why has she used contradictory feelings?

(2 marks)

c) How do the bearers carry the bride?

D.2. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow in your answer sheet in one or two lines only.





(4 marks)
“Jealous in honour, sudden and quick in quarrel,

Seeking the bubble reputation,

Even in the cannon’s mouth.”

a) Which stage is being described in these lines?  What are the main characteristics of this stage?









(2 marks)

b) What is “bubble reputation”?





(1 mark)

Explain: “in the cannon’s mouth”.





(1 mark)

D.3. How does the Bishop save the convict when he is brought in by the gendarmes?  What effect does the incident have on the convict?  Answer in about 100 word.











(5 marks)
D.4. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow in your answer sheets in one or two lines only.





(5 marks)

Bhojraj

:
The girl prays far too much.

Rana Sanga (fairly)
:
I see no fault in that, so long as she does not shirk her





wedded duty, or bring reproach upon the noble name she 





bears.

a) Who is the ‘girl’ here?  Why does the speaker feel that she prays far too much? 











(1 mark)
b) Does the Rana seem bothered by this?  Why/why not?


(2 marks)

c) What impression of the Rana do you form from this piece of conversation? (2 marks)

D.5. What changes came into the life of Loisels after the loss of the borrowed necklace.











(4 marks)

D.6. In “The missing mail” Thanappa’s delay in delivering the letter proved to be a blessing in disguise for Kamakshi.  When reality dawns on her, she is full of gratitude towards Thanappa and feels like expressing her feelings to him.  Write the letter as Kamakshi to Thanappa.  Answer in between 150-175 words.

(8 marks)
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d) Aids used for shaping ____________________


________________________________________





c) __________________________________ the plant needs shaping.





b) Put the soil combination of _____________


_____________________________________





a) ___________________________________ best time for __________________________





e) Keep it in ________________________________


___________________________________________





f) Watering ________________________________





g) Now you have a living art form to adorn your house.





				








				__________________


				__________________


				__________________





				PIN





WHEN A CHILD WORKS A NATION IS SHAMED


YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE


It is a crime to employ children below fourteen years in factories or as domestic servants.


Help educate poor children.


Prevent child labour.  Celebrate cracker free Diwali.





SAVE CHILDHOOD








Pour a litre of milk into a pan.


Bring milk to boil.


Reduce flame and allow milk to simmer, stirring frequently.


When milk begins to thicken, add 4 tablespoonfuls of sugar.


Stir until sugar dissolves completely.


Add a tablespoonful of custard powder to milk.


Allow the milk to simmer until it thickens.


Take pan off fire.  Cool the custard before serving.
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